Highland Environment Forum newsletter 20 February 2023
Dear Highland Environment Forum members,
Bird ID and the National Cycling Network: Sustrans would like to run some bird identification sessions at points along the cycling network - and are keen to learn of good places in Highland. If you've an idea, or know of some existing work they could link with, get in touch with Laura White.
Seasonal visits from Creeping Toad: Gordon McLellan (Creeping Toad) is expert at working with people of all ages. He'll be bringing his storytelling and storymaking workshops to the Highlands in May and September and has some available dates. Find out more, or ask Gordon to work with you, via 

 HYPERLINK "https://creepingtoad.blogspot.com/2023/02/a-season-for-stories-schools-2023.html" his blog or by email at creepingtoad@btinternet.com.
Scottish Biodiversity 
· Results of NatureScot's workshops on 30x30 and Nature Networks (in relation to Scottish Biodiversity Strategy delivery)
· Updated NatureScot guidance on Developing with Nature (in relation to new national planning framework)
News
· Couldoran House is to be reborn as the Scottish Rainforest Centre
· Funding to help nature projects grow, scaling up private investment
Blog
· Volunteering for Cairngorms Rare Plants and Wild Connections,  Colin MacLennan
· The story behind the discovery of world’s first flapper skate nursery, Jane Dodd, NatureScot 

· Marine Protected Area receives permanent protection for the critically endangered flapper skate
· Starting Your Own Food Forest, Daniel Holm. Lots of good tips and some unusual plant ideas.
Funding
· Nature Restoration Fund – Helping Nature - Expressions of Interest must be received by noon on 6 March 2023
· Community Learning Exchange, Funding from Scottish Community Alliance (primarily for members)
Research
· The State of the UK's Butterflies 2022 Report
· Directional hydrophone clusters reveal evasive responses of small cetaceans at windfarm construction sites
· Salmon Parasite Interactions in Linnhe, Lorn and Shuna: final project report
· A 12% switch from monogastric to ruminant livestock production can reduce emissions and boost crop production for 525 million people, Nature publication
Citizen Science
· West of Scotland Herring Hunt to help 'produce evidence for the conservation and restoration of herring spawning habitat on the west coast of Scotland.'
Volunteer
February 

· 25 Feb @ 10.30 - 13.00 with Highlife Highland Ranger Paul Castle, St John's Pool, Caithness. Mixed tasks. Over 18yrs only. 
· 8 March @10 - 15.00 Ben Mor Coigach, Scottish Wildlife Trust Volunteers Day
· Scottish Invasive Species Initiative, Mink control Project. From February to November. 
Opportunities
· NatureScot Chair of the Board. Closing date 5 March
Jobs
· RSPB Scotland Head of Marine Policy. Closing date 26 Feb
· RSPB Field Officer - Cairngorms (Fixed-Term). Closing date 28 Feb
· Nevis Landscape Partnership, Team Engagement Ranger. 2-year contract. Closing date 28 February
· Scottish Invasive Species Initiative Project Officer, Cromarty Firth Fishery Board in partnership with Ness and Beauly District Salmon Fishery Boards. 3-year contract. Closing date 6 March 
· National Trust for Scotland, Seasonal Seabird Ranger on Mingulay. Closing date 10 March
Events
February
· 21 Feb  @ 11.00 - 14.00 Highland Ranger Guided walk to the Bone Caves, Inchnadamph

· 22 Feb @ 12.30 - 14.00 Soil Association Reducing Inputs: Integrated Pest Management (Webinar)

· 22 February @ 7pm – Discovering Scotland’s amphibians Amphibian and Reptile Conservation training (online)

· 28 Feb @ 19.00 - 20.00  High Life Highland The Boreal Forest - rescheduled Winter Talk

· 28 Feb @ 19.45 - 20.45  The Basking Shark in Scotland- from hunting to conservation icon. Colin Speedie, basking shark expert

February and March - Bushcraft skills (Inverness) with Nature4Health and Nature walks from Nairn
March
· 1 March @ 13.00 - 13.30 MASTS webinar: Investigating the biodiversity and ecological status of natural European flat oyster beds in Sweden, using soundscape analysis and visual surveys  (online)

· 1 March @ 7pm – Introduction to surveying Scotland’s amphibians Amphibian and Reptile Conservation training (online)

· 2 March @ 18.00 - 19.00 Trees: Management and Making best use of your timber resource  Integrating Trees Network (online)

· 9 March, 10 - 14.00 Black Isle Brewery Planning your Vegetable Garden
· 11 and 12 March 09.30 - 16.00 Black Isle Brewery Dry-stone dyking with Brian Wilson
· 13 March 2023 @ 10 - 12.30 Nature Restoration Jobs and Skills Online Conference 

· 22 March @ 13.30 - 15.30 High Life Highland Ranger Lichen Safari at Ledmore and Migdale 

· 22 March @ 7pm – Discovering Scotland’s reptiles Amphibian and Reptile Conservation training (online)

· 23 March @ Springboard:: Creative Carbon Scotland with Eden Court and NatureScot creating a local assembly for creative climate action, Inverness.

· 28 March @ 19.00 Skye and Lochalsh Environment Forum Members' evening. Contact info@slef.org.uk to get a zoom link.

· 29 March @7pm - Introduction to surveying Scotland’s reptiles Amphibian and Reptile Conservation training (online)

With regards,
Caroline  

Caroline Vawdrey  (1.5 days per week)   T. 01381 600243
The Forum is funded by Highland Council and Scottish Forestry, and supported by NatureScot and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 
To do this the Forum works to:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters
· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice
· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas
· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting
· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
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